THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

instructions already received, I maintained absolute
secrecy and did not even tell General Miaja what the
Supreme Command thought of doing. A few days after
my arrival at Valencia, I received from the General Staff
of the Ministry a written document from the Chief of the
Central Army, in which he showed concretely that he
thought it a good moment to carry out an attack on
Brunete and Navalcarnero, with the object of diverting
the enemy's offensive from the North of Spain and at the
same time satisfying the hope, felt strongly by officers and
men, that we should take the offensive. This report had
been sent for my information. As Operations Chief I
replied that this was a purely tactical operation which
could not be carried out, that even supposing it were
successful, it would not succeed in attracting the enemy
forces from the North, and it would in any case be
expensive in lives, without achieving any fundamental
objective.

The High Command approved my plan for capturing
Merida, and consequently orders were given for the
concentration of 75,000 men. All preparations were made
and services established. It was then only necessary to
bring up seven Brigades of the Central Army and the Air
Force. The Central Army was given orders that these
Brigades should proceed to the concentration point in
Extremadura. A few hours later, a telegram was received
from the Commander of the Central Army in which he
explained that the enemy had concentrated 100,000 men
on the Guadalajara Front. This information was received
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